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The Vicarage 
 

Dear Friends 
 

I wonder as we approach the end of 2025 and you review the year 

how you have found it? A good one? A hard one? Or a mixed bag? 
 

Walking with you I am aware that 2025 has brought highs and 

lows. Many reasons for hope and joy, but also some times of real 

stress and grief. 
 

As we leave one year behind with all that it held, and start 

another, with whatever will be, I encourage you to hold on dear to 

what is at the heart of Christmas: Emmanuel – God. With. Us. 
 

Not against us, not in some other place, with us. 
 

Through Jesus we are able to know and connect with God, that’s 

why his birth is such Good News. The Unknowable and Almighty 

limited Himself so we might meet with Him. 
 

God entering our human experience, with all the joy and all the 

pain, that we experience. 
 

In doing so He redeems us. Not just us individually and 

personally in the events of Easter, but also the whole human 

experience in the Incarnation. 
 

God became human and doing so demonstrates His love for us: 

who we are and what we are. 
 

Being human in a broken world is hard. We fight against it, we 

regret it, we wish we were invincible, immortal, all knowing, and 

all powerful. 

 

But in Christ’s birth God shows he does not regret us. In the 

Incarnation He says I know what you are and I love you, and I 

will be with you and lead you through if you let me. 

 

God. With. Us. 
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Trust that Christmas truth. 
 

I encourage you to share all that is on your heart, the joy and 

the pain, with Him this Christmas and into 2026. Meet Him and 

let Him help you through. 
 

May the peace, hope and joy of Christ’s birth be yours this 

season, 
 

Happy Christ-mas, 

 

Jo 


