rayer Points

During December and January several important dates are marked
in the Christian calendar.

ADVENT

This marks the beginning of the church year. It is a time for
reflection in the darkness, for renewal of hope and for a movement
towards a new beginning. It is a season of expectation.

Advent falls in the darkest time of the year so the symbols of light
and dark are often used.

Jesus, Lord of Light, you have come among us.
Help us to live by your light to shine as lights in the world.

CHRISTMAS

In recent years Christmas has broadened into a cultural event for
many around the world focusing on family and giving. But for us the
centre of the celebration is the commemoration of Christ’s birth and
Incarnation.

Christ, born for us, Son of God, given for us
Help us to know you, to worship and to serve you.

EPIPHANY

January 6th commemorates the visit of the Magi when Christ is
revealed to the Gentiles and on the first Sunday in Epiphany we
celebrate Christ’'s Baptism by John the Baptist in the River Jordan
which marks the beginning of His ministry.

Christ, Saviour of the world,
Anointed with the Holy Spirit by the Father,
Lead all men to see and believe in you



